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THE PASSOVER IN THE HOLY FAMILY
(For a Draiving) 1
here meet together the prefiguring day
And day prefigured.    ' Eating, thou shalt stand,
Feet shod, loins girt, thy road-staff in thine hand,
With blood-stained door and lintel/—did God say
By Moses' mouth in ages passed away.
And now, where this poor household doth comprise
At Paschal-Feast two kindred families,—
Lo ! the slain lamb confronts the Lamb to slay.
The pyre is piled.    What agony's crown attained,
What shadow of death the Boy's fair brow subdues
Who holds that blood wherewith the porch is stained
By Zachary the priest ?    John binds the shoes
He deemed himself not worthy to unloose ;
And Mary culls the bitter herbs ordained.
MARY MAGDALENE
AT THE  BOOB OF SIMON  THE  PHARISEE
(For a Drawing) 2
why wilt thou cast the roses from thine hair ?
Nay, be thou all a rose,—wreath, lips, and cheek.
Nay, not this house,—that banquet-house we seek ;
See how they kiss and enter ;  come thou there.
This delicate day of love we two will share
Till at our ear love's whispering night shall speak.
What, sweet one,—hold'st thou still the foolish freak ?
Nay, when I kiss thy feet they'll leave, the stair.3
e Oh loose me !    See'st thou not my Bridegroom's face
That draws me to Him ?   For His feet my kiss,
My hair, my tears He craves to-day :—and oh I
What words can tell what other day and place
Shall see me clasp those blood-stained feet of His ?
He needs me, calls me, loves me : let me go 1 '
1	The scene is in the house-porch, where Christ holds a bowl of
blood from which Zacharias is sprinkling the posts and lintel.   Joseph
has brought the lamb and Elisabeth lights the pyre.    The shoes
which John fastens and the bitter herbs which Mary is gathering
form part of the ritual.
2	In the drawing Mary has left a "festal procession, and is ascend-
ing by a sudden impulse the steps of the house where she sees Christ.
Her lover has followed her and is trying to turn her back.

